
HB22-1349, Colorado Succeeds Testimony  

Thank you, Rep. Duran and Rep. Will for your leadership on this important legislation.   

Colorado Succeeds appreciated the opportunity to be on the 1330 taskforce. Industry 

was meaningfully at the table, bench was expanded to include many stakeholders. We 

want to keep that momentum and coordination in the implementation of these 

recommendations.  

The creation of a new Public statewide student success data system. According to 

findings from the Stronger Foundations Survey, Colorado's Postsecondary Student Unit 

Record Data System (SURDS), housed at the Colorado Department of Higher 

Education, has some of the most robust capabilities in the country. With this investment, 

a statewide data system will bring key student success and workforce success 

measures all together in one place.  

We also appreciate the inclusion of workforce measures so that students, industry, and 

the public at large can better understand employment outcomes, earnings, job 

placements and a new measure around price to earnings premium for completing a 

credential. 

Building off of current ROI report, Support the requirement of DHE to obtain student 

workforce data (likely UI data). This will hopefully make the process easier for 

institutions to get the UI data that many are seeking.  

We appreciate the inclusion of adding students/parents/industry to the group tasked 

with creating new measures. We believe there is a lack of awareness of the current ROI 

report and dashboards and by expanding stakeholder involvement, we build more 

champions and the ability to share what is available to the general public.   

We also appreciate that the student success system must have the ability to become a 

longitudinal data system and appreciate the requirement for DHE to report to the 

legislature about any statutory or regulatory barriers that exist that must be addressed in 

order to officially create a longitudinal data system by January.  

Finally, we appreciate the inclusion of data on our more non-traditional students, 

including reporting graduation rates for all students, not just traditional first-time, full-

time students. The bill will also include transfer students. Currently, we don’t how many 

finish degrees, certificates, or how long does it take. We also appreciate the inclusion of 

“Early Momentum Metrics” which helps us better understand  2, 4, 6 years after they 

enter system? It’s my understanding that there is a six-year data lag in postsecondary 

outcomes data since that is how long we often give students to graduate but Colorado 

could be a leader and get this information faster from institutions.  

In closing, thank you so much for your leadership. We recommend a yes vote and are 

eager to continue to work with the legislature on this bill as it moves through the 

process.  


