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Testimony:  

Thank you Madam Chair and members of the Committee. My name is Scott Laband and I’m the 

President of Colorado Succeeds. Colorado Succeeds is XX.  On behalf of our board directors, I 

am here in support of HB22-1350 and greatly appreciate the leadership of Representative Julie 

McCluskie in sponsoring this important legislation.  

I was honored to serve on the Student Success & Workforce Revitalization Task Force (also 

known as the 1330 taskforce). Colorado Succeeds applauded the final recommendations and 

report as a roadmap to Colorado becoming the most economically competitive and talent-rich 

state in the nation. We believe the report and recommendations underscores what business 

already knows: the urgent challenge facing our state’s education-to-workforce system and the 

immense opportunities available if one-time federal funds can be used to seed and scale 

effective strategies to train our future workforce. 

Quite simply. We see 2022 is the year to prioritize talent development. We along with 40 other 

organizations strongly supported this report’s recommendations and urged that these dollars 

focus on four key priorities through legislation:  

1. Bring industry and higher education together to build new pathways to in-

demand jobs  

2. Reduce the time needed to acquire postsecondary credentials  

3. Invest in transparent statewide data systems to identify where learners are 

falling through the cracks 

4. Grow long-term talent development by ensuring all students have access to 

high quality work-based learning and postsecondary credit in high school  

The legislation before you today, HB22-1350 truly addresses the first priority. A statewide fund 

focusing on industry-driven regional, sectoral partnerships with higher education to increase 

access to high-demand credentials is a good investment of the federal stimulus dollars. I 

specifically applaud two aspects of this Fund: 

First, we appreciate the creation of a steering committee of business, civic, education, and 

other professionals to develop a grant application process and establish prioritization criteria. A 

strong component of the 1330 Task Force was the diverse representation of it – broadening 

conversations to include education, economic development, industry, nonprofits, labor, and K-

12. I am hopeful this steering committee will have strong business representation, remains 

focused on ensuring accountability of federal stimulus dollars, and prioritizes investments 



aligned to postsecondary credentials for learners aligned with market demands, leading to good 

jobs.  

Second, I appreciate the requirement that the grant applicants must include industry and 

education. As I’m sure industry leaders today will attest, employers having an equal seat at the 

table with higher ed to invest in and co-create regional and statewide strategies for short-term 

and long-term talent needs is critical to our state’s economic competitiveness. 

I speak on behalf of our board of directors when I say we are not only committed to getting this 

passed in the legislature but remaining actively involved to educate and empower business to 

be at the table throughout implementation. Thank you for listening to me today - I welcome 

any of your questions.  

 


